United States Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520
L2920
Case No. 201004122, DHS001

Mr. Kenneth Allen
10055 E Gray Hawk Drive
Tucson, AR 85730

Dear Mr. Allen:

T refer to your request dated February 20, 2009 to the U.S. Citizenship and
Immigration Services for the release of certain material under the Freedom of
Information Act (Title 5 USC Section 552). One document (totaling 14
pages) retrieved in response to your request originated with the Department of
State, and was therefore referred to us for appropriate action.

Please note that the one document has been divided into nine for processing
purposes. After reviewing these documents, we have determined that four
may be released in full, and five must be withheld in full. Al released
material is enclosed.

An enclosure provides information on Freedom of Information Act
exemptions and other grounds for withholding material. For all the
documents withheld in full, we have cited exemption (b)(3) INA.

We have now completed the processing of your case. If you have any
questions, please call trial attorney Brigham Bowen at (202) 514-6289.
‘We hope that the Department has been of service to you in this matter.

Sincerely,

%

Margaret P. Grafeld, Dircctor
Office of Information Programs and Services
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Mr. Kenneth Allen
10055 E. Gray Hawk Drive
Tucson, AZ 85730

Dear Mr. Allen:
We have completed the review of all documents responsive to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
request of March 1, 2009, for records concerning individuals you have identified as “Stanley Ann Obama,

aka Stanley Ann Dunham, aka Stanley Ann Soetoro” and “Llo Soctoro.”

‘We have identified 111 pages of documents responsive to your request. Enclosed are 83 pages which are
reeasd o you i her ey, and i pages eleased npart. We are wioldingsevn pages n full.
that
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(as applied in conjunction with subsection 6103(a) of the Internal Revenue Code (IRC)) and
(©)(6). See 5 U.S.C. §§ 552(b)(3) and -(b)(6); IRC § 6103().

‘The following exemptions are applicable:

Frecdom of Information Act, § US.C. § S52(b)(3) with IRC § 6103(a)

Fx:mpﬂ(\n 6X3) rovides prtetion fo informstion speifely exemped o dislosursby st
vided that requires that the matters be withheld from the public in such a manner as to
eove o discration o the e or cvblichen particular criteria for withholding or refers to particular
types of matter to be withheld. Exemption (b7(37 is being asserted in conjunction with subsection 6103(a)
of the Internal Revenue Code (IRC § 6103(

Subsection 6103(a) of the Internal Revenue Code states, generally, that no officer or employee of the
United States shall disclose any “return” or “return information” (as those terms are defined by
subsections 6103(b)(1) and ~2)(A), respectively) obtained by him in any manner in connection with his
service as such an officer or employee or otherwise or under the provisions of section 6103, except as
authorized by the Internal Revenue Code. Subsection 6103(a) leaves the deciding agency official no
alterative or discretion on the issue.

FOIA exemption (b)(3) is being asserted in conjunction with IRC § 6103(a) to protect certain returns and
retumn information found in a record responsive o your FOIA request. Afier meticulous analysis and
careful consideration, none of the exceptions to this strict statutory prohibition against disclosure was
found to be applicable to your request. Accordingly, the USCIS has no discretion on the issue, and must
deny your request for access 1o the same.

Records responsive to your request were located in a Privacy Act protected system of records referred to
as the Alien File/Central Index System (A-fle/CIS ~ DHS/CIS 001).” See 72 Fed. Reg. 1755 (Tuesday
January 16, 2007). This system of records contains information regarding aliens who have sought
benefis under the immigation and natonalit laws of this counry:these records ar collecively referred
10 as alien registration files or “A-files.” A-files are universally recognized as being similar in character
to personnel and medical records (inasmuch as they contain some of the most sensitive and intimate
details associated with aliens who have sought benefits under U.S. immigration laws) and, thus, are
entitled to the protection from disclosure afforded under FOIA exemption (b)(6).

In deciding h personal details lifted from the lives
of private individuals, the documents were closely scrtinized in an effort to identify any public benefit to
be gained from their disclosure. It was ultimately determined that no discerable public gain would be
achieved from the disclosure of the information subject to this review. On the other hand, the potential
private harm that could be suffered as a result of the release of this information was found not only to be
tangible, but also significant and reasonably probable. In the case of these documents, the potential
private harm stemming from their release was determined to clearly outweigh the total absence of any
public benefi to be gained from such disclosure. Consistent with this analysis, it has been concluded that
the release of the subject information would constitute a clearly unwarranted invasion of the personal
privacy of the individual(s) to whom it pertains. The USCIS, therefore, must deny your request for access
10 this information under the authority of FOIA exemption (b)(6),

‘The enclosed record consists of the best reproducible copies available.

N
Sincerely,

T. Diane Cejka
Director

Enclosure(s)




